Category
No Of the 392 CSF samples, 335 were obtained from a specimen bank maintained at the Venereal Disease Research Laboratory (VDRL), Center for Disease Control, Atlanta, Georgia. These specimens had been divided into 1-ml. amounts, placed in screw-capped vials, sealed with tape, and stored at -20°C. or below. Of the remaining 57, thirteen were obtained from individuals who were part of another study on the evaluation of treatment for early syphilis (Schroeter, Lucas, Price, and Falcone, 1972) . Five specimens designated as primary syphilis and eight as secondary syphilis came from patients who had been treated for their early syphilis 2 years before the CSF sample was obtained. The categorization of the bank specimens preceded the testing of the spinal fluids in the FTA modifications and the categorization of the remaining specimens preceded the FTA and VDRL slide testing.
(2) A corresponding serum specimen was obtained from individuals in the nonsyphilitic control group. (Duncan and Kuhn, 1972 (Harner, Smith, and Israel, 1968; Dewhurst, 1968; Ley and Kridde, 1968; Joffe, Black, and Floyd, 1968; Dewhurst, 1969; Forstrom and Lassus, 1969; Aho, Sievers, and Salo, 1969; Starzycki, Mayer, Huczynski, and Rataj, 1970 (Vaisman and Hamelin, 1961; Neil and Fribourg-Blanc, 1964; Ripault and Colombani, 1964; Ruczkowska, 1965; Naumann, 1965; Camargo and Bittencourt, 1966; Johnston and Wilkinson, 1968; Lassus, 1968; Forstrom and Lassus, 1969; Aho and others, 1969; Datta and Mitra, 1969; Dyachenko, 1969; Escobar, Dalton, and Allison, 1970 This and other studies (Harris and others, 1960; Escobar and others, 1970; Duncan and Kuhn, 1972) showed that the reactivity of the CSF decreased when diluted in either saline or sorbent, and that the reactivity decreased inversely with the dilution factor. 
